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CHAIRMAN'’S NOTES

It was a hot sunny day in Budapest when the Hungarian 150 Run Past took place and I
watched the visage of Bo Symes glide slowly by on a Vintage 0-6-0 Hungarian Stream
Locomotive. Also gliding by in the procession was a Nohab built General Motors 1435KW
Diesel Electric bought by MAV in 1963. I mused slightly more and the number 250 floated
across my mind. Yes this is the number of locos ordered in America by Ed Burghart for use in
Britain. What a loss to British Industry. With number crunching of that size couldn’t anyone
have negotiated a licence agreement to build what is an excellent design in Britain? Only 22
large Deltics provided the main stay for to E.C.M.L years ago, so we are talking very big
numbers in Railway terms. After all the Japanese have enough faith in Britain to build cars
here. Enough of Politics.

As some members will have noticed we have started an occasional small domestic raffle to help
club funds. This is a decision made by your committee in order to keep down any possibility
of a rise of subscriptions in the future. After all, high subscriptions can be a contributory
factor in preventing people joining the Society.

The type of raffle we employed is completely legal as no person buying a ticket is guaranteed
an alcoholic prize. Incidentally it is legal for children to sell the tickets but they are not
allowed an alcoholic prize under 18! It is just a question of members joining in the spirit of the
thing!

One final point I didn’t expect to have to mention is this; please, please remember when on a
rail outing, to abide by the rules of the railway - preserved or otherwise - that we visit.
Different lines may have different interpretation of the rules, (it happens with Income Tax!)
laid down by the H.S.E but we must abide by that railways instruction. Fortunately the
Chairman of he railway concerned was most understanding when I sent him a letter of apology
on behalf of the Society regarding a recent incident. “Nuff sed”, as L.B.S.C used to write in
the Model Engineer.

Eddie Lewcock

The Heatherslaw light railway

Scattered around England in place queer and quaint are numerous miniature railways of
varying sizes and gauges. Some like the Ravenglass and Eskdale are world famous but there
are also a large number unknown outside their immediate locality. One such I stumbled upon
only by chance, not far from the battlefield of Flodden (fought in 1513 - remember for the
Xmas Quiz!) and about 12 miles south, south west of Berwick on Tweed, and close to the
village of Ertal.

The Heatherslaw Light Railway is a 15” Gauge railway running along the banks of the River
Till between Heatherslaw and Etal. It has one steam locomotive “Lady Augusta”, an 0 -4 - 2
coal fired Tender machine built in 1989 working at 185 psi. It’s motion is fitted with ball and
roller bearings extensively, braking is by disc brakes and the tyres are made from Manganese
Steel. A second engine is planned for 1997 as an extension to the line is proposed.

For works train and to act as a standby, a Perkins engine 0 - 6 - 0 diesel “Clive”, built on site is
available.

Coaching stock is all bogie pattern, come vehicles being fitted with disc brakes, whilst some are
open-sided, some partially enclosed and tow totally enclosed.

The line has a pleasant terminus at Heatherslaw supported by a very clean and pleasant coffee
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I had .mis;ead tﬁe brééhure!

All in all a pleasant short run if you are in the area or can digress on your way to visit the
Flodden battlefield!

E.W Lewcock.

EDITORS COMMENTS
I do like to travel on main line steam at least once a year. So as the end of the year is
approaching fast and it has stopped raining! It was time to make some enquires first ringing
two of the major players in the market, to be told the minimum fares are £55 - £60. Well I can
take all the family (5) to Legoland for £66. I therefore thought my mainline steam days were
Qver.

However after purchasing the October edition of Railway Magazine I noticed therein that LSW
are offering some very low fares, so I gave them a ring and spoke to a very polite and helpful
lady who gave me prices ranging from £ 18 - £35 basic fares. If I paid by post by 11 October I
received a 10% discount, if I boarded one train at Basingstoke a further 5% was offered! They

also do group discounts (hint).

John Tuck
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