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FRONT COVER PHOTOGRAPH: Gordon Rippington’s winning shot in the colour print
section of our annual photographic competition of A4 Pacific 4498 Sir Nigel Gresley
approaching Ais Gill summit with a southbound run over the Settle & Carlisle in 1986.
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CHAIRMAN'’S NOTES
In these, my first set of notes as your chairman, I must take a look back over the years and
thank our previous chairman for all the work and effort that he put into the job and also for the
production of the “Marlow Donkey”. It takes a lot of time and thought and patience to carry
out both these jobs and Mike performed them very well indeed.

We have many helpers in our Society, a number of whom work quietly in the background. I
am thinking particularly of our wives, mothers and girl friends or whoever it may be who
quietly type away at articles for the magazine or Committee minutes and similar. All of us
must be thankful for the help that they give, so helpers thank you all very much for your
efforts.

On discussing the history of the Society with various authorities it is clear that I am the fourth
Chairman in the lifetime of the Club, the first being I.es Spicer, who held the post for only a
short time.

The first newsletter came out in April 1977, following upon the first formal meeting in
February, although it was at a meeting in the January that a number of members decided to
form the Society following on from W.E.A. meetings from the previous year. The last time that
I was a Chairman of a Railway Society was before the M.&D.R.S. was founded, as Chairman
of the Bristol Railway Circle before leaving Keynsham in 1968!

Taking on a chairmanship is a time for reflection on the passing scene. I started life close to the
GER section of the LNER and knew all about the stygian gloom of Liverpool Street in those
days, but the fascination with steam started then. In many ways pre-war it was a well run line.
The turn around of suburban trains (Commuter to the uninitiated) was almost as fast as with
m.u. stock, whilst the thunder of expresses going out to East Anglia behind Clauds, 1500’s and
the new Sandringham, created indelible memories.

A move to the Southern was a bit of a come down with the Southern Multiple units working
efficiently except in thick fog which in those days was just that! Again, efficiency was obvious
even on heavily occupied lines. I remember one summer Saturday morning looking out of the
window and seeing five trains on the two down lines near Raynes Park and all moving.

Trips to Manchester from London involved Compounds and Jubilees and I little thought then
that my overalls would become greasy working on the former in the famous Derby works,
where, as a pupil one quickly learnt about the other side of railway life!

Our railways have changed dramatically since those days and one can only muse at “might
have beens”, for instance if the NER had dominated the LNER rather than the GNR designs
would we have had electric trains on the East Coast Main Line before the war?

Some changes are obvious, such as the speed of modern long distance trains, both HST and
Electric Powered. However the “Cult of Complexity” which exists now in so many areas has
resulted unfortunately in some drastic delays in service entry; for instance the new “safety
case” procedures of the Health & Safety Executive and Railtrack have prevented over ¢
£455 millions worth of brand new rolling stock from turning a wheel in revenue service, some
of the equipment being idle for a year, including almost a complete fleet of locomotives.

Compare this lamentable performance with the introduction of the INER “Silver Jubilee”
train; following trials with the “Flying Scotsman” in November 1934 and more importantly -
“Papyrus” in March 1935. A completely new design of locomotive and luxury coaches were
built and entered into service in September 1935. Now that is the way to run a railway!

We are currently witnessing a melting pot scene on our railways, with the creation of so many
companies. Confidence cannot be generated and we can only wait to see what transpires in a
few years time, for the scene seems well set for inter-company wrangling. It can be likened to
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A shot from my own archives Clan
Line at Banbury on a Shakespeare
Express in September 1986. The
cost for my wife and myself was £ 24
each for full Pullman service!

Fohn Tuck
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