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Winner of the Photographic Competition Class A (Post 1968) was Tim Speechley's shot of

46443 crossing the Barmouth Bridge with chocolate and cream Mark Is in August 1987.
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CHAIRMAN's NOTES

As a nation, we British have long had a reputation for modesty about our achievements. Of late,
however, this has been reduced to a state of self-degeneration largely through the media. A prime
example is the Channel Tunnel which if the press and broadcasters are to be believed is the biggest
disaster and white elephant in history. A train only has to be delayed a few minutes or a customer
encounter a minor problem for the spotlights of bad publicity to be turned on the project. '

Let us not forget that this is the biggest single construction project ever undertaken and one which
at every stage broke new technological frontiers. Yet, it has been completed only a year late and
teething problems are to be expected with such complex systems. Eurotunnel does of course have
problems. It is do deeply in debt that its daily revenue barely covers the interest on its outstanding
loans hence Sir Alistair Morton's recent warning that it could be overwhelmed, but the project itself
is not at risk. They say that if you owe your bank £100 they make life difficult for you and if you
owe £1 million (sic). If you owe £100 million you can have an affect on them so imagine what
happens when you owe £8 BILLION! The banks need Eurotunnel more than Eurotunnel needs the
banks! At worst the banks may have to take over the operation themselves or the British and
French governments will have to revise the Channel Tunnel legislation to permit public money to
bail the project out. If all else fails and Eurotunnel goes bust, a new company will arise, free of
construction debt, to operate the tunnel profitably.

Poor Eurostar has to take the blame from an uninformed media. It was blamed for Eurotunnel's
losses because BR had not built a high speed link and "nobody is using the services". Well, it's not
BR's fault there is no high seed link, blame the NIMBYs of Kent and the British government and
as for nobody using it, just try booking seats! Our trip to Paris planned for April has been
postponed to June 10 because that was about the earliest we could get a booking on a day when

everyone was free. During April most trains were running with at least 85% loads. Eurostar is an
unqualified, outstanding success!

When the unfortunate Belgian owned Eurostar got itself in a tangle just before Easter the media
went into overdrive. BBC radio announced all morning that Le Shuttle wasn't operating as a result
(it was, the incident was on BR at Continental Junction) and that the accident was caused by BR's
clapped out old fashioned third rail which should have been replaced. Can you imagine the cost of

re-electrifying th whole SR and how often have trains on the WCML or ECML brought down
power lines with barely a mention by the media?

This is just a prime example of rubbishing a great national achievement in which we should all be
taking great prode 1 can tell you it has created considerable interest in the US, and I for one never
miss an opportunity to show it off to my friends from over there.

Now it's my turn (o be critical. Am I alone in thinking our Thames Turbos are rapidly beginning to
show signs of travel weariness? As usual around Easter 1 has cause to make several trips to London
by train. In my travels I noted that the internal and external displays were becoming unreliable or
falling into disuse, vandals were rapidly removing the rubber seals around the windows whilst bthe
general standard of cleanliness and maintenance left much to be desired.

Waiting to leave Paddington one evening | was embarrassed when a party of Americans (no, not
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friends of mine) had to clear litter from the seats opposite before they could sit down. Admittedly,
this is not Thames Trains' fault and soon after an employee came through with a sack cleaning up.
But by the evening the branch train is in a dreadful mess, can't the Maidenhead station staff do a
quick clean up a couple of times a day? No, 1 don't expect Mary Dove to do it! However, the
presence of general dust and grime on both seats and surfaces of most trains | used is down to
Thames Trains and a lack of adequate cleaning at depots. Mechanically too we are starting to get

blowing exhausts, air compressors and other mysterious knocks, bangs and noises from "down
below".

Much of the problem is that the units are being used so intensively used. When ordered, it was not
intended to use the trains to Gatwick, Basingstoke, Worcester or Stratford They must be some of
the most intensively used equipment in the world and it's starting to show. I realise that a train
standing idle becomes a business liability rather than an asset especially when there's a huge leasing
charge to be recouped but one wonders if they are being stretched just a bit too far.

The Turbos are fine trains of which Thames can be justitiably proud, looked after they will attract

passengers not just once but repeatedly and give years of good service but neglected they will fail
and passengers will vote with their feet or car keys.

The sale of the first part of BR's passenger business to private ownership, Special Trains, now
Waterman Railways, seems to have passed off smoothly in spite of predictions of doom and gloom
in Steam Railway that steam is about to be priced off the main line. If there is a problem with the
charges being imposed by the various TOCs etc., surely part of the answe is to hold more events
such as the LT or Woking festivals where several train loads of punters can be carried in one day,
thereby spreading the costs and giving the customers the chance to both ride and watch the trains.
Something you can't do on the average British main line steam run.

In the meantime, however, a very steamy summer is in prospect. Enjoy it while you can!

SOCIETY NEWS

PREVIOUS MEETINGS

A veritable photographic feast entertained us at the March meeting when Graham Stacey showed a
selection from the LCGB's Ken Nun Collection. The shots roughly covered the area more recently
served by Network SouthEast, but these wonderful images covered the early part of this century,
not one was post 1935, most pre-grouping and a few from the end of the last century! Incidentally,
we have details of the collection and how to get prints, so ask if you interested.

Dick Hardy was our guest at the April meeting and this time he reviewed his years at Stewarts
Lane, taking over a rather sloppily rundepot and turning it around. During the course of the

evening he compared the relative merits of various SR locomotive classes and the attitudes of
former LBSC and SECR crews.

As an appetizer for our visit on 2nd July, William Shakespeare used the May meeting to take us on
a photographic tour of the Llangollen Railway from its beginnings as an overgrown piece of waste
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land in 1975 to its present impressive condition and its plans for the next few years. The LR i1s

certainly one of the most progressive of our preserved railways and the Society visit should be
fascinating.

NEW MEMBER

It is a pleasure to welcome new member. Maurice Harvey, to the Society. We look forward to
seeing him at our gatherings. Membership this year has slipped slightly as every year a handful of
members do not renew for various reasons. whilst this is not serious at the moment, we would like
to expand our numbers once more - so if you know of a likely candidate bring him (or her!) along.

PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION QUESTIONNAIRES

We've had quite a good response so far, but if you haven't handed yours in yet do it now as we
will be analysing the answers soon.

SOCIETY TIES

Sales of the new M&DRS ties are proceeding at a slow but steady rate If you have not got one
yet, why not? They are available with a dark green or blue background and cost £7.50 each. It has
been suggested we hold a "club ties must be worn for admission" evening to boost sales!

FORTHCOMING TRIPS

We still have plenty of places on our next two trips, to the Llangollen Railway on Sunday 2nd July
and to Pendon Museum on the evening of Thursday 17th August Seats on the former cost £15-00
for adults and £12-00 for children. Pendon costs £6-50 which includes the Vintage coach and

admissio. Bookings can be made with Tony Caton (01628 473723) or Roger Wallis (01628
474649).

VAT AND PRESERVED RAILWAYS

Following exchange of letters with our MP, Ray Whitney, we have now received a further reply
enclosing a detailed explanation of what is and is not to be subject to VAT from David
Heathcote-Amory, Paymaster General at the Treasury. This is too long to reprint here but if you
are interested ask Mike Walker for a look. Briefly, the good news is that preserved railways in
general are zero rated but museums are liable and that includes steam centres such as Didcot.
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