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CHAIRMAN's NOTES

I had been wondering what to write in this column this quarter when [ received a letter from David
Gardner with the sad news that the doyen of British railway enthusiasts, Kenneth Leech has finally
passed away on 2nd January at the grand old age of 102! Unlike David, who struck up quite a
friendship with his nearish neighbour in recent times; Eddie Lewcock who worked at Westinghouse
at the same time as him; or Wally Richards who has fond memories of firing Castles on the GW
mainline while the official driver adjourned to "the cushions" leaving Ken to run the locomotive
(very professionally as well); 1 never got to meet this remarkable man, yet [ feel a real sense of
loss As those of you who saw the interview with him in January Railway Magazine (sadly a
prophetic but worthy obitury) will know he had enjoyed a unique overview of nearly a century of
British railway history. Just think what he had witnessed. The full glory of the Pre-Grouping Years,
the rise and fall of the "Big Four", Nationalisation, Dieselisation and the now the break up of what
had been the world's greatest railway system. The latter was probably the last straw for Ken, to
quote David's letter " he probably decided it was time for him to go as he'd done everything worth
doing anyway". Members will be glad to know that Ken was active almost to the end,
mountaineering and riding a motor bike into his 90's and driving a car to the ton David saw him at
Chippenham station to greet "King Edward I" last year and, yes, he visited the footplate; no doubt
to offer advice on the correct handling to the BR driver. Ken finally went into hospital on Christmas
Eve and was to have been discharged the day he died 6024's run on 5th February was dedicated to
his memory. I'm sure he was looking down from the great MPD in the sky.

Ken Leech's passing is the latest in a long line of the great names which many of us grew up with
Earlier last year we lost O.S.Nock and Robert Jarvis, who redesigned the Bullied Pacifics with such
success. | was amazed to see that Steam Railway, whilst printing an obitury to the latter,
completely ignored Ossie Nock other than to report how much parts of his collection had fetched at
auction. How odd? Surely as the writer of more railway books and articles than anyone else (who
among us hasn't at least one of his titles in our collections?) he was worthy of an obituary, but
perhaps that's asking too much from Nigel "Mushy Peas" Harris and the Steam Sun, not a
sensational story for his tatse and Ossie was a firm GW man' And we mustn't forget the final
member of the Bath/Chippenham tno, Ivo Peters, who we lost several years ago

[ trust that a new generation of enthusiasts is going to fill the void. At present it seems we are all
getting older without new blood coming along In our club, many of us are in the senior class or of
my age group, only our Editor represents the next generation. Perhaps his peers will join us as they
get older. ‘

Members were in vociferious mood at January's AGM raising enough points of contention to give
the committee plenty to consider at its meeting the following week. Among the items discussed
was the future of the Annual Photographic Competition. It seemed that there were as many
differing views as there were attendees so no real conclusions could be reached. As promised.
therefore, we are enclosing a questionaire with this issue to try and establish your true feelings and
allow us to plan the most popular course of action. Of course, we cannot hope to please you all of
the time but we do hope to please most of you , but it's up to you to do your bit by thinking about
and filling in this questionaire. Hopefully we shall get a near 100% response.
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Personally. I like the exisiting format but will be happy to go along with whatever the majority
want | was disappointed to hear members say they do not enter because they consider their work
not good enough We have always tried to keep the competition informal, that's why we do not get
in an outside judge who would probably look for technical merit. Instead we hope the membership
pick what takes their fancy - in the past there have been several unexpected winners. 1 was also
embarrassed to be classed as one of the Master Photographers The club has several candidates for
that title and 1 ain't onc of them by a long way as my annual throw out rate will testify! Hold on,
does question 2 refer to how many you TAKE or how many are worth keeping?

I got a reprimand from the Editor for waffling on too long in the last issue so | had better close this
column at this point without further reference to you-know-what, it's too depressing!

A Letter to our MP

At the AGM our Chairman was requested to write on behalf of the members to Ray Whitney, MP
for Wycombe, to express our concern at the proposed imposition of VAT on independent railways
and museums This has been done and a copy is printed below:

Ry Whitney AP . 12 February 1995
House of Conmons

Westminster

Dear Sir,

The members of the Marlow & District Raitway Society have asked me 1o write on their hehalf 1o
express their concern at the recent decision of Her Majesty'’s Government to impose VAT on cerfain
forms of transport. notably "preserved” or independent raibvays, with effect from 1 April 1995.

The independent railways of Great Britain have already experienced a notable downturn in
business over the last conple of seasons due to the extended recession. The raising of their fures by
17.5% will mevitably lead to a further reduction of attendances and therefore cuthacks within their
organisattons mchuding redundancies. Whilst they are, in themselves, not major employers, they do
have an advantageous effect on the local economies of their areas and help to support a number of
small businesses serving the tourists who attend the railways.

We are also concerned at the way in which the tax appears 10 be levied. As we understand it, if the
raibway provides a journey between two points it is exempt as il is regarded in the same way das a
BR journey. However. if only a round trip is offered, VAT is to be charged. This will again place
an intolerable burden on the smaller or embryonic schemes. For example, in our own area, the
Chinnor & Primces Rishorough Raibway can presemtly only offer round trips on the 2 miles it has
open from Chinnor. It will therefore be required 1o levy VA T which will greatly reduce its
attendance just when it needs (o raise every possible penny to finance reopening 1o Princes
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Risborough when, presumably, it will become VAT exempt.

As our local MP, the society requests that you ask those responsible 1o reconsider this decision as
a matter of urgency with a view to dropping the measure.

Yours Faithfully,
Mike Walker, Chairman.
A reply was received on 17 February 1995 as follows:

Dear Mr Walker,

Thank you for your letter of the 12 February 1995 about the imposition of VAL on “preserved”
railways.

{ will take up the Society's concerns with the appropriate Minister and w I” come back 1o yvou
shortly.

With kind regards.

Sincerely,

Ray Whitney.

SOCIETY NEWS

{1 Previous Meetings

The annual Christmas Buffet and Social Meeting in December was another great success with
members and their partners getting to know each other. Entertainment was provided by Mark
Hopwood who took us to Hong Kong, Mike Walker in the mountains of C olorado and Peter
Robins who displayed his photographic talents with * 'ghnt" shots.

The AGM found the members in a vociferous mood, wishing to raise several points which made a
pleasant change It did, however, eat into the time we had for members' photographs but Alan
Morris and Ron North entertained us with a first class selection of vintage colour slides, THATEY
from the local area.
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{J Photographic Competition Results
Class A - UKk Colour Slides - Post 1968 Tim Speechley
46443 crossing the Barmouth Bridge with chocolate and cream Mark 1s in August 1987
Class B - Uk Colour Slides - Pre 1968  Alan Costello

34036 "Westward Ho!", 34060 "25 Squadron" & 2397 await their next duties at Weymouth on 7
June 1967

Class C - Overseas Colour Slides Mike Walker
Durango & Silverton 478 and 473 thread Beaver Canyon on 29th September 1994
Class D - Colour Prints Alan Costello

The Exmoor Steam Railway. 0-6-0 191 "lL.orna Doone " and 2-8-0 190 "Yeo Valley" at work on 12
August 1993

Class E - Black & White Colour Prints Julian Heard
80080 awaits departure from Bewdley during the 1994 Autumn Gala Weekend.
The overall winner of the Fddie Lewcock Cup was Tim Speechley for 46443 at Barmouth.

In case vou are wondering. Alan Costello reports the Exmoor Steam Railway is a | mile figure of
eight narrow gauge line on a farm about 8 miles north east of Barnstaple, Devon.

O QUESTIONNAIRE

Included with this edition is a questionnaire aimed at obtaining a clearer idea of your preferences
for the future of the Photographic Competition or what should replace it. Please help us to help you
by filling it in and returning it promptly [t would be nice to get a 100% response. Thank you.

0 NORMAN ASTON-SMITH TROPHY

Voting was delaved to February because of the late publication of December's Donkey The
winner, by a clear margin, was Julian Heard for the article " Local Exploring - Horspath Tunnel
Wheatley” which appeared in the September issue. Three authors tied for second place, Stan
Verrinder “Where is the Source of the Thames?", Mike Walker "Maintaining the Great Western”
and Mark Hopwood "German Narrow Gauge Weekend"”

O SUBSCRIPTIONS - A REMINDER

Our Treasurer reports that members have generally been prompt in renewing again this year,
although several have not done so as yet. Hopefully, this is just an oversight and we look forward
to receiving your 1995 subscription
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FORTHCOMING MEETINGS

Thursday 20 April Stewarts Lane Dick Hardy

Reflections from this former Southern region depot

Thursday 18 May Liangollen Railway To be Advised

This meeting will introduce members to the Llangollen Railway
which is the venue for this summer's coach trp

Thursday 15 June Bridges & Viaducts T Edmonds

A photo journey.
Thursday 20 July Scottish Industrial Scenes & Locomotives  Tim Speechley

FORTHCOMING VISITS

Saturday 8th April Eurostar to Paris

We will be making our long delayed Awayday trip to Paris on Saturday 8th April The cost from
Waterloo will be £85-00 per person plus the fare from Maidenhead (We cannot leave from Marlow
because the first train does not reach London until 08.09). Timings will be as follows

Maidenhead 06.36 22.13
London Paddington 07.10 21.45
London Waterloo 08.23 2113
Paris Nord 12.24 19.08

It is possible to travel from High Wycombe, but it will be necessary to depart on the 05 52 train!
Arrival back at High Wycombe would be at 22 15

Bookings for this trip will be taken at the March meeting and then be closed very shortly
afterwards since we wish to ensure our place on the train services

Saturday 20th May Manchester by train

We plan to travel to Manchester by train from High Wycombe via Birmingham. Provided we can
get a party of 10 or more, the cost will be £22-00 per person Once in Manchester, no doubt many
will want to hop aboard the Metrolink and visit the East Lancs Railway (extra cost).
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FORTHCOMING VISITS (Continued)

Sunday 2nd July Llangollen Railway Coach Trip

Our annual family trip this year takes us to the Llangollen Railway which is again about to be
extended The cost will be £15-00 for adults and £12-00 for children. This is slightly more

expensive than recent years, but reflects the longer distance and a rise in the cost of the coach, the
first for several years

Thursday 17th August Pendon Museum

An evening visit to the incredible modelling wonders of Pendon is scheduled for Thursday 17th
August We will be running a charabanc (from Classic Coaches) departing from Marlow and High

Wycombe or you can make your own way there Estimated cost is £6-50 per head including the
coach hire

October 1995 German Narrow gauge steam

The society hopes to take another party to Germany in early October to visit the narrow gauge
steam lines in the Dresden area Further details will be provided in due course.

LOCAL RAILWAY NEWS

Metropolitan Steam in "95

This vear's LUL Metropolitan Line steam festival is set for the last two weekends in May, Sat
20/Sun 21 and Sat 27/Sun 28/Mon 29. This year's featured locomotives are GWR 9466 which is

coming to the end of its seven year MT276 overhaul at 1.UL's Ruislip Depot, BR Standard 4 4-6-0
75014 and Standard 2 2-6-4T 80079

As in 1994, a two train service will operate between Harrow-on-the-Hill and Amersham with some
journeys on the first weekend to Uxbridge These will be timed to depart from Harrow

simultaneously with the Amersham trains thus providing the stirring sight of parallel running on
the main line!

Also during the first weekend there will be a display of LUL rolling stock at Rickmansworth and
the Saturday will see a special train of two Class 205 DEMUs operating a railtour from Waterloo
to Watford Met and return. During their layover at Watford, one of the Thumpers’ will run to
Chalfont & Latimer and spend several hours working as the Chesham shuttle!

Steam from Paddington

On Saturday 3rd June, 75014 and 80079 will double-head a special from Paddington to Derby.
Apart from this, steam specials running from Paddington this summer look like being restricted to
a series of "Bristolian” trains running on Sundays steam-hauled throughout between Paddington
and Bristol Temple Meads, outward via Bath and returning via Badminton.

—— i i




The Marlow Donkey - March 1995 - Page 9 -

Steam from Paddington (Continued)

Dates and locomotives are:

4 June: 5029 Nunney Castle
2 July: 70000 Brittania
30 July: 5029 Nurmey Castle

27 August: 5029 Nunney Castle
24 September 35028 Clan lLine

All these trains are booked for the BN92 set cumrently in 1C livery but due to be repainted to
Waterman's Premier livery (duck egg blue and black!) during the year.

A bit down the line, 7325 and 7802 Bradiey Manor are working their way west with the CA80 set
on Saturday 27 May running from Worcester to Bristol via Oxford, Didcot (visiting GWS),
Swindon and Bath.

Former GWR 1466 at Chinnor

From the 6th to 29th May, ex-GWR Auto-tank No. 1466 will be on loan to the Chinnor and Princes
Risborough Railway

Turbos to go back to Chiltern

In the days of NSE Thames & Chiltern, it was decided that the additional ‘growth' build of Class
165 Turbo units for the Chiltern line were not required on services from Marylebone Some sets
(165001 - 165007) were therefore transferred to Reading and played a significant part in allowing
the Reading - Basingstoke and Reading - Gatwick lines to be converted to Turbo operation,
something which had not been envisaged when the Thames turbos were initially ordered

However, the Chiltern Line has now been experiencing severe difficulties in accomodating
passengers in the peak periods as business is booming! As a result, set 165007 has been transferred
back to Aylesbury and will be followed by 165006 once Slough crash damage set 165102 returns
from repairs at Derby Works.

Railtrack Reorganises

As the 'Donkey’ closed for press it transpired that Railtrack is 1o reorganise itself in preparation for
privatisation. This will involve the reduction in the number of zones from ten at present It is
expected that the Great Western zone will be expanded to take over the parts of the former Western
region (dare 1 say GWR) which are currently in the Midland zone, eg Didcot North - Banbury,
Oxford - Worcester - Hereford and the ‘Joint Line’. More details in the June issue of the 'Donkey”.





































